
IB Political Philosophy – Summer Reading, 2019 
 
There is a mandatory summer reading project for everyone who signs up to take IB Political Philosophy 
this fall. You will be reading the book Sophie's World, by Jostein Gaarder. We have copies to check out in 
the Central HS library; ask Ms. Shier and she will find you one. I realize that it is a long book (about 500 
pages), but it is an engaging novel that I hope you will find interesting and fun to read. Because of its 
length, I would suggest you start reading early in the summer and take it in small bites. It is not a novel 
you can read over the Labor Day weekend. I rely on your integrity in this regard; if you are not prepared 
to read a novel like this, you probably should not be taking a philosophy class. If, as you read, you do not 
find a few of the issues fascinating, this may be a sign that you would be better served taking a different 
social studies class.  
 
While you are reading, you should think about the various approaches to philosophy and specific 
philosophers discussed through the story. Choose TWO of the following philosophers and write up a 
short summary of their thought as presented in the book: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Spinoza, 
Locke, Hume, Berkeley, Kant, Hegel, Kierkegaard, Marx, Freud. Please do not skip the other chapters in 
an attempt to minimize your reading; the individual chapters will not make sense by themselves - each 
philosopher is responding to issues that came before, and the philosophical ideas are intimately bound up 
with the story. 
 
After summarizing the main ideas your two thinkers as presented, write a short paragraph explaining 
which of the two you find more compelling/convincing/illuminating, and why.  
 
This assignment should be typed and uploaded to Schoology by Friday, September 20th.  
 
If you have questions as you are reading or writing, please feel free to email me: 
ethan.cherin@stpaul.k12.mn.us. I look forward to working with you in the fall. 
 
-Mr. Cherin  
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